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Brief Explanation/Outline of Project 

 
To research/design portable exhibition stands and/or event design solutions. 
 

Context / Rationale 

The event industry is currently in a period of growth with exhibitions and trade fairs attracting 
over 13million visitors and generating an estimated £11bn spend, per year (Booker, 2016).   
 
Having worked on and visited numerous exhibitions and trade shows over the last few years, 
I have noticed that the majority of trade stands tend to fall into one of two categories: 

a) High-cost, large-scale, multi-person builds 
b) Low-cost,  simple designs, single-person construction e.g. pull-up banner stands 

 
As Hughes (2015, p.186) states, ‘If designers had to build their own exhibitions, there is no 
doubt that their construction methodology would be very different to what it is.  For many of 
them, the effect of their displays is far more important than the way they are built, and when 
allowed free rein designers tend to specify higher quality (and heavier) materials that would 
strain the backs of the hardiest contractors’.    
 
I therefore, wonder if there is a way to produce, high impact, lightweight, easily transportable 
and reusable exhibition and event materials, which can be adapted for use in a range of 
venues? 
 

Key Area of Research 

 
There are a wide range of key areas of research that must be undertaken to establish the 
style, scope and design of exhibition materials.  This includes (but is not limited to): 

 Sustainable, low-cost materials 

 Branding 

 Wayfinding/geographies of design 

 Curation and display 

 Sensual interactions 

 Footfall 

 Storage, transportation and construction 

 Anthropometric measurements of exhibition staff (for stand build) 

 Ergonomics of attendees (for stand design) 
 

 



Intended Outcomes of Project 

 
To produce a low-cost, adaptable and transportable, yet high-impact, design solution for 
product promotion at exhibitions and events. 
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